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Description 
 
This introductory course covers the basics of Photoshop-from digital camera input to 
digital prints-and looks at computer imaging hardware and software technology to 
explore the capabilities of the "electronic darkroom." Students learn about resolution, 
white balance, and noise reduction, as well as how to import camera files into Bridge, and 
process Camera RAW files. The course also covers nondestructive tonal and color 
correcting with levels and curves, adjustment layers, basic retouching on a separate layer, 
and printing with profiles. This course is designed for photographers with basic computer 
experience who are ready to create their own work in a digital environment. For 
beginners. Prerequisite: macintosh basics or portfolio review. 
 
During the course, we’ll go step by step through the various stages of image refinement, 
from digital capture to image enhancement, local adjustment, and final print. Homework 
with practice files will be assigned to reinforce class lectures and demonstration. 
 
 
Goals and Learning Objectives 
 
Specific Photoshop topics will include color and tonal correction, layer masking, image 
compositing for high dynamic range, sharpening, and printing. By the end of the class 
students will understand: 
 

• How to get the best information into Photoshop through the RAW conversion 
process (Adobe Camera RAW) 

• How to apply non-destructive global tonal and color corrections using adjustment 
layers 

• How to make local adjustments using layer masks 
• About color balance; how to identify and remove a color cast; how to adjust files 

for natural looking color 
• Why to make certain adjustments; in other words, how image editing supports the 

content of the image 
• Profile to profile printing for the greatest accuracy in color matching 

 
 
Although there is no required text for this course, Adobe Photoshop for 
Photographers by Martin Evening is recommended for anyone seeking a reference. 
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Schedule of Class Topics 
 
 
 
 
Class 1: The Structure of a Digital Image, Pixel-Editing vs. Raw Image 

Adjustment, Digital Color Theory, Basic RAW Conversion 
 
Class 2: RAW Conversion, continued 

Intro to Photoshop, Setting Preferences, File Formats 
 Integration with the RAW Converter 
 
Class 3: Basic Tonal and Color Correction in Photoshop  

Defining Good Color  
Image Adjustment Goals 

 
Class 4: Local Image Adjustment in Photoshop Using Layer Masks  
 
Class 5: Burn and Dodge Layers 

Other Uses of Layer Masks 
 
Class 6:  Introduction to Selection Tools 
 Switching between Selections and Masks 
 
Class 7:  Selections and Composites 
  
Class 8: Basic Retouching 
 
Class 9: Printing from Photoshop  

Print Sharpening 
  Color Adjustment for Printing 
 
Class 10: Printing  

Critique and Review 
 
 


